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WHAT IS A WATERSHED? 

The term watershed refers to the geographic boundaries of a particular water body, its 
ecosystem and the land that drains to it. A watershed includes groundwater aquifers that 
discharge to and receive discharge from streams, wetlands, ponds, and lakes. 
 
Everyone lives in a watershed. You influence what happens in your watershed, good or bad, 
by how you treat the natural resources, the soil, water, air, plants, and animals. What 
happens in your small watershed also affects the larger watershed downstream. 
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Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance (MPWA): Formed in 2011, the Mighty Peace 

Watershed Alliance has been designated by the Government of Alberta (GOA) as the 
official Watershed Planning and Advisory Council (WPAC) for the Peace and Slave River 
Basins under Alberta's Water for Life Strategy.   The MPWA was created to address the key 
outcomes of the Strategy:  
¶ Safe, secure drinking water  
¶ Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems  
¶ Reliable, quality water supplies for a sustainable economy 
This multi-sector, not-for-profit society is  committed to planning for an ecologically healthy 
watershed while ensuring environmental, economic and social sustainability.  
 
The Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance is a group of active stakeholders and communities 
that use consensus decision-making, adaptive management, and innovation to understand 
and promote living within the watershed. The Board will report on the state of the 
watershed, lead watershed planning activities, promote best management practices and 
develop educational programs. 
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